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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The number of ¢stablishments with agricultural activity in-
creased by (1.6 percent 10 122,770 between 31 March 1992
and 31 March 1993, the first rise since 1990, Tasmania
recorded the largest percentage increase, up 3.1 percent (o
3,518, followed by Queensland, up 2.6 percent to 25,131,
Western Australia up 1.7 percent to 13,128 and South
Australia up 0.6 percent to 14,077. New South Wales
(35.,285) and Victoria (31,251) both fell, down 0.7 and 0.3
percent respectively. In the Territorics, the number in the
Australian Capual Territory increased by 10.8 percent to
82, with the number of cstablishments in the Northern
Territory up by 10.0 percent 10 298.

Industry Analysis

The most significanl increases in the number ol esiab-
tishments occurred in the Grain growing industry, up 29.0
percent from 8,683 (0 11,205 and the Beet cattle farming
industry, up 5.2 percent trom 19,828 to 20,863, Both these
riscs are duc to the favourable economic conditions pre-
vailing 1n these indusiries compared with the Sheep
farming industry.

As a result of the continuing poor returns for wool, the

number of establishments in the Sheep farming industry -

fell by 15.0 percent from 19,511 to 16,576, the third suc-
cessive year of decreases in numbers, The Sheep-beef
catle farming industry also fell, down 14.5 percent from
11,268 1o 9,639. The only other falls were Grain-
sheep/beef cattle farming, down 4.1 percent from 19,460
1w {8,669 and Sugar cane growing, down 1.3 percent,
from 4,979 10 4,916,

In the 1992-93 Census, a number of livestack items {os-
triches, alpacas and emus} were collected separately for
ihe first time. Improved coverage of producers of these
and other vems in the Census has resulied in an incrcase
in the number of establishments recorded i somc industey
classes, specifically Frutl growing n.e.c., Deer farming and
Livestock farming n.e.c.

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS
BETWEEN 31 MARCH 1992 AND 31 MARCH 1993, AUSTRALIA
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The Beel cattle farming industry continued to have the
largest proportion of establishments. At 31 March 1993 it
accounted for 17.0 percent of all establishments. The
Sheep farming indastry again dectined, from 16.0 percent
at 31 March 1992 to 13.5 percent at 31 March 1993. Since
1990, there has been a 36.9 percent decling in the number
of establishments in this industry. At that time, 20.4 per
cent of all establishments in-scope of the collection were
in the Sheep farming industry. The percentage of estab-
lisments in the Grain growing industry has increased io
8.1 percent which is about the same proportion as in the
mid-1980’s, following a gradual decline between 1987-88
and 1990-91.

PERCENTAGES OF ESTABLISHHMENTS BY INDUSTRY
AUSTRALIA, AS AT 531 MARCH 1%%3
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Size Anailysis

In the year ended 31 March 1993, 61,888 establishments
(or 50.4%) with agricultural activity had an Estimated
Value of Agricultural Operations (EVAQ) of less than
$100,000. This compares with 59,630 establishiments {or
48.9%) in the previous year.

Of the smaller establishments (those with an EVAO less
than $100,000), the Beef caitle farming industry domi-
nated with 25,1 percent (15,540). This represented 74.5
percent of all establishments classified 1o the Beef cattle
farming industry. Other major industries amongst smalier
establishments were Sheep farming with 17.7 percent
(representing 66.0% of that industry) and Grain-sheep and
grain-beef cattle farming with 11.8 percent (39.2% of that
industry). Whilst the number of establishments with an
EVAQ icss than $100,000 in the Horse farming industry
(1.7%), was relatively low, at 1,074 this rcpresented 83.1
percent of all establishments in that industry.

In the large sizc category (establishments with an EVAQ
of $100,000 and over) the Grain-sheep and grain-beef cat-
tle farming industry accounted for 18.6 percent (11,342).
This represented 60.8 percent of ali establishments classi-
ficd 10 that industry. Farmg of this size in the Dairy cattle



farming industry, with 10,348 establishments comprised
17.0 percent of the category, while other industrics with
substantial numbers of large establishmenis included
Grain growing, 13.4 percent (8,159); Sheep farming, 9.2
percent (5,629}, Beef caule farming, 8.7 percent (5,323)
and Sheep-beef cattie farming 6.6 percent (4,038).

In 1erms of physical farm size, smaller farms continued 1o
dominate in all indusirics, Owerall, 94.0 percent of farms
were below 5,000 heciares in size, and 59.3 percent were
less than 5(X) hectares. Compared with 1992, the number
of farms below 5,000 hectares increased by 0.7 percent,
The most significant increasc was recorded in the 049
hectare size category with a rise of 9.8 percent (1,762).
Apart from the 50-99 hectare size calegory, which only
rose marginally, the other size categories decreased the
two largest falls being in the 100-499 and 500-999 heclare
size categories, down 1.6 percent (699) and 0.9 percent
{181) respectively.

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS
WITH LESS THAN 5,000 HECTARES BETWEEN 31 MARCH 1992
AND 31 MARCIi 1993
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Several industries recorded significant changes in the
number of cstablishments with less than 5,000 hectares.
Increases occurred in Livestock farming n.e.c. {up 38.3%),
Grain growing {up 27.9%), Deer farming (up 21.8%),
Fruit growing n.e.c. (up 20.3%), and the combined nursery
and cut flower industrics (up 13.0%). Significant falls
were recorded in numbers of establishments less than
5,000 hectares in Sheep-beef cattle farming, down 16.2
percent and Sheep farming, down 15.9 percent.

There were 7,398 cstablishments with 5,000 or more hec-
tares at 31 March 1993, down 0.7 percent from that
recorded at 31 March 1992, Those industries to record
significant falls were the Grain-sheep and grain-beef cattle
farming industry {(down 15.6%) and the Sheep farming in-
dustry (down 8.2%). The most significant rise occured in
the Grain growing indusry (up 60.5%).

PERCENTAGY, CHANGE IN THE NUMBER OF ESTABLISIIMENTS
WITH 5,00 HECTARES AND OVER BETWEEN 31 MARCI 1992
AND 31 MARC11 1993, AUSTRALIA
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TABLE 1. NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS BY TYPE, 31 MARCH 1991 TO 31 MARCH 1993

Year/Unit {a) NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tas. NT ACT Australia
31 March 1991

Agricultural establishments 36,540 32,259 25,005 14,277 13,004 3,486 263 78 124912

Establishments with

agncultural activity 36,812 32,620 25,365 14,482 13,198 3,562 210 B8O 126,389
31 March 1992

Agriculural establishments 35,191 31,009 24,175 13,768 12,724 3,356 263 72 120,558

Establishments with

agricultural activity 35548 . 31,358 24 493 13,990 12,906 3,413 271 T4 122,053
31 March 1993

Agricultural establishments 34,456 30,839 24773 13,865 12,911 3,441 294 80 120,655

Establishments with }

agricultural activity 35,285 31,251 25,131 14,077 13,128 3,518 208 82 122,770

(a) See Explanatory Notes, paragraph 8.



TABLE 2. NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS WITH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY, BY INDUSTRY OF ESTABLISHMENT

STATES AND TERRITORIES, 31 MARCH 1993

{ndustry of esiablishmeni

ANZSIC NSW Vic. Qid - SA. WA, Tas. NT. ACT. Aust,

Code Description
oin Plant nursenies 613 206 456 81 162 34 11 4 1,657
412 Cut llower and flower sced growing 213 146 138 88 116 46 4 — 751
o113 Vegewhle growing 644 1,043 1,258 553 546 580 11 3 4,638
14 Grape growing 541 1,594 50 1,155 186 23 3 — 3,552
ans Apple and pear growing 222 470 123 144 197 160 — 1 1,317
e Stone (ruit growing is2 201 90 348 150 12 — — 1,153
o117 Kiwi fruit growing 18 1 1 — 5 — — — 35
e Fruil growing n.e.c. 1,646 362 1,638 656 343 20 38 — 4,703
0121 Grain growing 2,060 2,502 1,397 2911 2311 19 5 — 11,205
3122 Grain-sheep/beet cattle farming 6,843 2,738 1,682 3314 4,008 82 2 — 18,669
123 Sheep-beef caitle farming 3,584 2872 1,117 987 633 418 — 28 9,639
024 Sheep farming 7,216 4,399 872 1,523 2,025 516 — 25 16,576
0125 Beef cattle farming 5615 5,066 7673 538 1,175 578 203 15 20,863
0130 Dairy cattle farming 1,965 7672 1,840 849 514 767 — 1 13,608
0141 Poultry farming {me=at) 331 137 88 70 51 i3 — — 690
0142 Poultry farming (cgps) 170 131 138 54 S0 16 6 2 607
015 Pig larming 442 239 463 224 i32 51 1 — 1,552
. 3152 Horse farming 494 294 282 87 101 32 1 1 1,292
0153 Deer farming 125 116 45 42 39 11 — — 378
0159 Livesiock farming n.e.c. 237 181 131 156 70 21 2 — 798
0161 Sugar cane growing 461 — 4,455 — — — — — 4916
o 0162 Coton growing 445 — 371 — — — — — 816
0169 Crop and plant growing n.c.c. 219 370 465 85 57 42 3 — 1,241
Total (ANZSIC Code 01) 34,456 30840 24773 1386% 12,917 3441 290 &7 120,656
02 Services to agneuiture; hunting and trapping 25 25 21 14 6 3 —_ —_ 94
03 Forestry and logging 4 ] 7 — 1 9 — -_— 22
04 Commercial fishing l - i 1 2 3 _— — 3
Total (ANZSIC Divivion A) 34486 30866 24802 13880 12,920 3456 290 80 120,780
B Mining 3 ] 1 _ 1 1 — — 7
C  Manufacturing 39 34 10 31 24 4 2 1 145
[} Eleciricity, gas and water supply — ! — — — — — — 1
E Construction 20 i3 13 13 i 6 _— _— 88
F  Wholcsale trade 33 20 3 6 5 7 — — 4
G Retail 1rade 13 10 10 3 1 8 — — 47
H  Accommodation, cafes and restaurants 6 4 k| 2 1 — — — 15
1 ‘Transpen and siorage 27 42 i3 23 6 14 — 125
] Communicalion services 1 — — — — — —_— — 1
K Finance and insurance 1 — — — — — — — 1
L Property and business services 30 4 3 15 i8 5 — 1 104
M Government administration and defence 9 1 — — —_ — —_ - 10
N Education 19 1 & 1 14 2 — . 45
) Health and community services 1 — 8 1 — — — 10
P Culwral and recreational services 6 10 1 1 — 2 — — 20
Q  Personal and other services 5 1 9 — 6 1 — —_ 22
Unclassified 586 221 219 99 131 12 [} — 1,274
Total, abl industries 35,285 31,251 25,131 14,077 13,128 3,518 298 82 122,770
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication provides information relating 0 the
characteristics of Austealian farms during the year ended
3i March 1993, The informauon comes from the annuoal
Agricultural Census.

2. The ABS cxciudes from the Ccnsus those
establishments which make only a small contribution to
overall agricultural production. From 1991-92 ihe scope of
the Census is establishmenis undertaking agriculiural
activity having an estimated valuc of agriculiural
operations (EVAQ) of $22,500 or more in the previous
Census. From 1986-87 w 1990-91 the scope of the Census
was cstablishments undertaking agriculiural activity having
an EVAQ of $20,000 or more. The scope of the Censuses
prior 10 1986-87 was establishments undertaking
agricultural activity having an EVAQ ol $2,500 or more.

3. This change in scope means that the currerit census
results are not directly comparable o previous Census
results.

Agriculturat establishments
4. For ithe Agncultural Census, the concept of an
cstablishment is the same as that used by the Australian

Burcau of Stausucs for all industry suatistics cellections. .

The cstablishment is the smallest accounting unit of
business within a Statc or Territory, controlling its
productive activities and mamnmining a specified range of
detailed dawa mcluding data enabling value added (o be
calculated. In general an cstablishment covers all
operations at a physical location, but may consist ol a
group of locations provided that they are within the same
State or Temitory. The majority of establishments operate
at one locauon only,

Industry and size classification

5. In the 1991-92 Agricultural Census, eslablishments
within the Agricultural Sector were classified in accordance
with the methodology described in the 1983 edition of the
Australian Standard Industrial Classificauon (ASIC),
Catalogue No. 1201.0. and also the new Australian and
New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC),
Caialogue No. 1292.0 for purposes ol comparison. Since
ANZSIC has now replaced ASIC, units in this publication
have been classified by ANZSIC only. Therefore, care
shouid be iaken when making comparisons belween years
where different classifications have been used.

6. The process of determining the industry class for
ANZSIC is the ‘step by step’ method of classification
described 1n Chapter 4 of the Australian Standard Industrial
Classification {1201.0). This method requires thal the
Division code of the unit be deicrmined first. The

Subdivision code within the major Division of the unit is

then determined, followed by the Group code and finally
the¢ Class code of the unit. Certain departures [rom this
basic method are outlined in the description ol individual
classes within Subdivision 01 : Agriculture.

7. The Group and Class ¢codes of agricultural units are
determined annually by valuing physical crop and livestock

information collected in the Agricultural Census. The
valuation proccdure allows for the industry classification of
individual units 10 be changed to reflect significant or long
lerm changes in their activitics.

8. Howcver, the procedure provides for a dampening or
resistance cffect to offset insiability in allocation 10
particular classes of the classification which would arisc
from short-term faciors such as floods and drought. To
obviate such effects, the valuation procedure takes into
account (without double counting) the area of crops sown
and numbers of livestock on holdings al a point in time as
well as the crops produced and livestock wrnoff during the
year. The resultant aggregation of these commodity values
is termed the Estimaled Value of Agriculiural Operations
(EVAO). It should be noied that EVAO is applicable
ONLY FOR INDUSTRY CODING AND SIZE VALUATION
PURPOSES. Tt is nol an indicator of receipts obtained by
units or of the valuc of agricultural commoditics produced
by these units.

Definitions

Y.  Following are definitons of terms used in the tables
of this publication;

Agriculiural esiablishment i an esiablishment which is en-
gaged MAINLY in agricultural activities.

Establishment with agricultural activity is a land-bascd es-
tablishment which is engaged in agricullural activity,
regardless of the unit’s predominant activity.

Related publications

10. Users may also wish to refer to the following
publications which are available [rom ABS bookshops:

Summary of Crops, Australia (7330.0)
Livestock and Livestock Products, Austratia (7221.00

Principd! Agricultural Commodities, Austratia, Preliminary
1992-93, Agricultural Production and Farmers' Intentions
for the 1993-94 Season (7111.0)

Selected Agricultural Commodities, Australia, Preliminary
(7112.0)

Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia,
(7503.0)

Agricultural Industries Financial Siatistics, Australia,
(7507.0)

Viticulture, Australia, (7310.0)

Other forms of release

11. The ABS also has more detailed agriculiural statistics
on magnctic tape, microfiche, floppy disk and compaci
disk. Agstais on floppy and compact disks offcr a wider
range of data aggregated at smailer geographic areas than
those generally available in printed publications, together
with an casy-to-use, menu-driven interrogation facility,



12. Current publications producedi by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and
Publications Advice arc available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics

13. As well as the statistics in this and related
publications, the ABS has other unpublished data which
muy be available on request. Enquiries should be dirccied
to Henry Siefanik on (008) 801 520.

23

14. Unless otherwise indicated, Ausralian totals inciude
data for all Staics and both Territories.

Symbols and other usages

nec. not elsewhere classified
— nil or rounded to zero
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s
economic and seccial conditions. Detaits of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Fublications and Products
available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service -

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycom PiL: pramium rate 25¢/21 4 secs |

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

Selections of most frequently requested statistics are available, updated daily, on
Discovery (Key *656#). For more details on electronic data services available,
contact Information Services in any of the ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries
below for contact details).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 400 titles of various publications available from ABS bockshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Hegional Offices Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 615 7829
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 222 6350
PERTH {(09) 323 5140 323 5307
ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART {002} 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA  (06) 207 0326 207 0328
DARWIN (089} 43 2111 43 2111
National Office
ACT (06) 252 6007 008 020 608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 (C:AU, A.TELMEMO,O0:ABS SN:INFO,FN:STAT)

internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU

P

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616






SoereDd sgv

s

fut
.
Z
.o A
~]
—
o
e
-}
o]
ok
=
-}
-
n
=
[
O
Q
W
@
=2
B
o
Q
ﬁ
1]
.
124
=
[ S
[ 4 "
=
L]
>
£
m..
-
8
|—
o
(=i
b
o
]
2
]

r

i)

e

2710200003837

ISSN C37-910X

VHN

Recornmended retail price $21.50




